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of Moses illustrates how highly family life was valued: “When a man first marries, he shall not be taken
into the army, nor shall any vulgar need be placed upon him, but he shall be free to remain in his home
in order to enjoy his wife for one full year.”

There is nothing in the literature of the pre-Christian era which places the dignity of a woman
and her activity on such a high level as is done in that wonderful hymn praising the virtuous woman in
the Book of Proverbs. The author of this song who tuned his harp under the influence of God'’s grace in
order to praise a woman, really deserves the title of the singer praising women; such a woman, who
perfectly fulfills all the virtues of home and household, is a true mother of the entire household; a
mother not only to her sons, but also to her husband, the servants and even the domestic animals. And
it is in this her greatest glory. In her is embodied the picture of eternal womanhood.

The love between an engaged couple is never presented in the Bible as lowly and dishonorable
feelings. On the contrary it is praised as being compliant with the Will of God and blessed by God, a
hearty, mutual inclination of two young people. The Son of Songs paints in flaming colors the yearning
and the joy these lovers have in finding each other. Psalm 44 is also a song praising the love of the
betrothed. Hence, it is the duty of parents and educators to instill in young people a high, noble
understanding of love, present it as a noble and clean feeling based on mutual honor and respect. They
should teach young people to value this gift of God and feel the responsibilities that flow from this.
Faithfulness in marriage among the Israelites was stipulated by severe regulations of the law. A faithless
man, just like a faithless woman were given severe penalties. The tolerance of polygamy is a black mark
on the history of the good morals and the respect for the dignity of Jewish women. Monogamy was
always considered the ideal of married life.

The greatest charm that surrounds a Jewish woman in the Old Testament is her love for a child.
Above all, Israelite mothers were not considered as her sisters were in pagan countries as the object and
the means of providing citizens for the state. Among the Israelites, children were valued as the most
special blessings from God, they were prayed for and the hope for a Messiah gave that waiting period
for the mothers of Israel a very special religious stamp.

According to the nature of things, daughters were desired far less than were sons. A certain
disdain for the dignity of a woman was involved in this, that a woman only arrived at a meaningful state
through marriage, as though by herself she was a less valuable being. However, in marriage,
motherhood confirmed her position. An infertile or barren woman faced a bitter fate. Her husband was
able to send her away and marry another woman. She became, as it were, a marked woman and was
often subject to derision and evil tongues.

“Lord, riches and property are meaningless to me if | die without having had children.” Rachel,
full of despair begged: “Lord, give me children, otherwise, | shall die.” As the number of children grew,
so grew the joy and pride of their parents. The mother was engaged in raising the children. Together
with their father, the parents took the place of the authority of God for their children. The fourth
commandment equally names the father and the mother. In certain sections of Scripture, the mother is
named before the father. A brave mother even had great influence over her grown sons. Maternal love
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is only exceeded or surpassed by God’s love and God Himself, in order to define His love for the human
race, compared it to a mother’s love for her newborn child. Who opposes a mother commits a sin and
brings upon himself a very severe punishment. Scripture encourages everyone to show special gratitude
and honor to their aging mothers and to always remember all the signs of love they had received from
their mother.

However, a mother bears great responsibility if she raised her child badly and due to an
improper love for him neglected to punish him when he deserved it.

According to the nature of things, the household was the specific place of activity for the
women of the Old Testament, but it didn’t end there. “The valiant woman,” the model of all the virtues
of women, was concerned not only with the affairs of the house, but she was lovingly concerned about
the children and all the servants. She also carried out talks with buyers and deliberated on ways of
extending the family property by buying land and planting new vineyards. With her hand she reached
out to do mighty things, but she opened her hand to the poor person and extended her hand to the
paupers.

There is a little known story which should be known by everyone,. It is the story of five Israelite
girls, who two thousand years before Christ, dared to stand before the municipality and the leaders of
the people with a bold and up to now unheard of request, demanding that they be awarded their far-
reaching legal rights. This is probably the oldest from all the documents known in the history of the
world concerning battles over the rights of women. The father of these girls had died in the wilderness.
They had no brother. The father’s generation would die out and his tribe would vanish since the law of
inheritance did not benefit his daughters. They presented their problem to the community in front of
the holy tent. Having eloquently presented their state of the matter, they ended with the question
“Should the name of our father be cancelled from his generation because he did not have a son? Give us
earthly possessions from the inheritance of our father’s brothers.”

This matter seemed to be so important to Moses that he did not want to settle it before asking
the Lord concerning His will concerning this matter. Moses ruled that God recognizes the rights due to
these women. “The Lord spoke to Moses: ‘The daughters of Salfaada are asking for rightful things. Give
them a name from among their father’s relatives and let them succeed in the inheritance after him.”
According to this incident, the matter of the inheritance of property as it concerns women was later
regulated.

The Israelite women worked fervently and prominently not only at home, in the family and on
the farm in their efforts of increasing their property, but they were fervently concerned about the affairs
of their nation. They showed a great deal of courage and fervor. They joyfully greeted the fighters
returning from battles and praised their bravery and their courage. They awakened spirit and inflamed
the fervor of the people.

The true daughter of a soldier was the daughter of Jephthah, who was so overcome by the fame
of her father that she lost her life as an offering for the freedom of her people. The girl died in order to
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save the commander-in-chief. Thus the daughter of Jephthah remained in the minds of her
contemporaries the ideal of heroic women.

And what can be said about the brave mother of the Maccabees who gave her life and those of
her sons for the faith and the traditions blessed by the customs of her fathers? There are many other
similar incidents recorded in the writings of the Old Testament.

In times of great calamities and a low level of morality, the one symptom is always repeated: the
masses are, as it were, disabled they live only by the impressions of the moment, not reflecting at all on
the fact that the worst times can only improve when the people change for the better.

The Book of Judges shows us a group of women in the harem is Sisera who hadn’t the slightest
understanding of what was happening on the battle field. To the frightened mother of Sisera, these
women, to cheer her are suggesting as her only joy the hope of receiving the spoil that he took, riches
and new adornments. Yet, other women raise themselves high above the general norm and they reflect
a luminous streak against the dark background.

How about the heroine Deborah? She takes the management into her own hands since the men
are disheartened. In the shade of a palm tree, she carries out the highest function of a judge. The
Israelites turned to her in all of their legal problems. Then at the head of all the soldiers, she led them in
battle and into freedom. Beside Deborah, stand Judith and Esther who saved the nation in difficult and
critical moments.

The fact that gives them the greatest charm is the fact that they did not lose any of their
womanliness and by all the men’s activities they kept their womanly feelings and their feminine
tenderness. God Himself showed the value of the feminine soul when during the time of great
oppression of the Israelite nation, He bestowed upon Samson’s mother who was a simple woman
among the people, a very peculiar vision so that she stands alongside the great and famous women and
Israelite mothers. In general, in the light of Scripture, an Israelite woman displays many noble and lofty
traits of character whether in her role of mother, wife and lady of the house or whether we look at her
wider participation in the field of social and national life. However, there is no lack of evidence that the
order established by God concerning the mutual relations between a man and a woman was far from
being realized and with the passage of time was constantly overlooked, with great harm to the dignity of
the woman. Multiple marriages, divorces, the dissolution of customs and a pagan influence lowered the
moral level of the chosen nation and affected negatively the position and standing of a woman.

The calls and exhortations of Prophets were often directed to the women of Israel announcing
punishments and threatening God’s anger. After the return from slavery in Egypt, the situation was not
at all corrected. The closer they came to the “fulfillment of the ages,” the pagan views became ever
more widespread. The former relative freedom of the women of Israel was more and more limited.

In a description of incidents that happened at the robbing of a temple, we read: “There
appeared on the streets crowds of women clothed in funeral garments with a hair shirt wrapped around
their breasts. Also the young women who are ordinarily locked up, were running about in haste, some to
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the gates, others, to the walls and still others were looking out of the windows.” This refers to evil
women of scandalous behavior; it means a woman who is locked up and a woman who is coming out.

During the times of Christ, the Jewish women’s situation worsened. Their former ideal not only
paled but it was obliterated. The narrow-mindedness of the Pharisaical writers showed up especially in
their judgments of women. The Rabbis expressed themselves with the greatest contempt for the
contemporary woman. They considered a woman a thing rather than a person. This was their thesis: “In
every respect, a woman is worth less than a man.” “Happy is the man whose children are all male; woe
to him if they are girls.” “Everyone rejoices at the birth of a boy but they are all saddened when a girl is
born.” “A boy brings peace into the world; a girl doesn’t bring anything.” “Our teachers say: ‘There are
four characteristics that are common to all women: ‘ They are greedy at meals, they eavesdrop, they are
lazy and they are jealous.”

It is no wonder then that the Rabbi considered that conversing on the street, even with one’s
own wife, daughter, sister not only was inappropriate, but downright humiliating for a man. This clearly
flows from the conceitedness of men and their treatment of women as an inferior individual. Even the
Apostles were not free of this judgmental outlook.

The woman who came to the well for water was greatly surprised that this Jewish Rabbi asked
her, a Samaritan woman, for water to drink, but His disciples were even more surprised. When they
returned from the town where they had gone to buy groceries, they saw their Master conversing with a
woman. Here the Evangelist clearly states: “And they were surprised that He was conversing with a
woman,” But not one of them said, “What are you asking of her? or Why are you talking with her?”

The Jews, and here | speak of those living before Christ and during the time of Christ, even in
their prayers used expressions that showed disdain for women. In reality, they attach a prayer which a
Jew was obligated to pray every day. This was the prayer: “Praise be Thou God, that you did not create
me as a woman; Praise be Thou God, that you did not create me as a pagan; Praised be Thou God, that

you did not create me an ignoramus or a foo

It is difficult to believe today, that the teachers of that Order encouraged the people to pray
such prayers. These people who recognized as truth the words of the revelation: “It is not good for man
to be alone; let us create a helpmate that will be similar to him. And God create d man in His own image;
in God’s image God created him; a man and a white-haired one, He created them.” The general attitude
of the Jewish writers towards women was hostile. For them a woman is the symbol of sensuality, while a
man was the personification of the spirit or soul. Therefore, it is the woman who lowers the level and
turns noble thoughts around. Only men know how to think noble thoughts. They justify their
contemptuous opinion of a woman with the words: “A woman is egoistic, jealous to the highest degree,
with her endless talkativeness she exerts a skillful ruinous influence on a man’s character.”

From today’s talk one can recognize the low level of a woman, not only in pagan countries, but
even among the Israelites who deviated from the right path and pulled the woman down from her high
spiritual level; they deprived her of every law; they disregarded a woman and maltreated her. The
women of Israel, deprived of general laws, lived in humiliation and in shame and with longing awaited
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the coming of the Promised One, the Just One, who would restore to them who were stripped of all
legitimacy, the dignity and value that had been given to them by the Creator.

Let the women of today remember how much they owe to Christ and the Christian religion
which raised woman from degradation and hat red and set her on a high and honorable pedestal of
honor, respect and love.
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January 2, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

A review of the history of the world gives us an enormous amount of proof that the existence of
nations is based on the sanctity of families. A nation perishes when that holiness is undermined and
swayed. It is similar to a storm which uproots a dried up tree or rips dead branches from a living tree.
Only healthy families are capable of creating healthy societies and a vibrant nation.

The experience of daily life teaches us that the family reflects what the woman is. Therefore, a
truly beautiful and noble family life blossoms only where the clean hands of a woman upholds the
holiness of the family home. This refers equally to wives and mothers as well as to girls and young
maidens.

What was the situation of women in the times before Christ? Among the Greeks, one must
differentiate between a wife and a friend. There, the influence of a wife never extended beyond the
home. Special overseers guarded the section of the house occupied by the wife. They were on guard so
that she would not ever leave the house without protection or a companion. There were some husbands
who maintained specially trained dogs to keep watch over their wives. She was not even permitted to
look out through the door or window at the traffic in the street.

The Greek was burdened with business matters all day long so that he had no time for his
family. The true Greek considered his home as a hotel in which he only spent the nights. His wife was
not his help-mate in life, understanding her husband and being understood by him and she took no part
in any of his worries and joys. Therefore, such popularly called girl- friends enjoyed the fullest freedom
and confidence. Mothers encouraged their daughters to become prostitutes, insisting that the shame of
the daughter is the good luck of the mother for it draws benefits, at the cost of the womanly honor of
her own child.

Honorable family life could not flourish on such nasty smelling swamps. Women could not
receive the respect due to them in married life. Furthermore, an uneven opinion of morality that was
different for men and different for women, always influences adversely and perniciously on the ethics of
marriage.

There also prevailed the custom of abandoning children and not hesitating in committing the
crime of destroying life in the embryo stage. One of the foremost men of the stat e at that time wrote
this concerning this situation: “People who are living together in marriage avoid progeny for the sake of
comfort, soft living and laziness. They barely raise one or two children out of many in order to leave
them a larger inheritance.”

This gloomy and dark picture of a woman'’s life in civilized Greece would not be complete
without recalling that when the Greek men grew tired of their wives, they would sell them or simply just
give them away to others. This failure in the morality of the family brought about the final decay of the
once powerful Greek empire.
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THE ROLE OF A WOMAN

In ancient Rome, during the times preceding the rule of the Caesars, the Romans strictly
observed the unity of marriage. Their ancient law gave the father of the family unlimited authority over
the life and death of his wife and children. The will of the father decided whether the newly-born child
should be raised or not. Meanwhile, divorces were extremely rare. Here | quote the words of a historian:
“The decay of family life in Rome and at the same time the disappearance of the ideal of true
womanhood in Rome assumed frightening proportions from the third century before Christ and reached
its height during the times of Christ. Having conquered Greece, Rome inhaled its poisonous juices. The
Romans conquered Greece by the force of the sword and the discipline of its soldiers, but Greece reined
Rome by the force of its dissoluteness leading to its fall and demoralization.” The history of the family
customs in the Roman Empire and its influence on the external history of the most powerful force in the
world is a terrible and a moving testimony of the truth of the saying: “Man is the creator of the history
of the world however, nations exist or fall because of a woman.”

We have even too much proof that shows the extreme moral downfall of Roman women. The
Roman poet Horace wrote: “These present times abound in sins and transgressions. First, marriage is
desecrated, later, the family and the home. The evil from that source has flowed to the state and to the
nation.” To take care of little children seemed a bit boring, not only to the Roman ladies of high society,
but even to the average Roman woman. The high society women entrusted their children to women
who nourished them and to foster mothers. This second group got rid of them in various ways.

It is worth-while to become familiar with their system of educating girls. The main emphasis was
placed on dance and music. When the girl reached the age of twelve, she was considered an adult and
capable of getting married. Usually, she did not go willingly, but she was forced to marry before she
reached the age of sixteen. If a woman did not become a mother by the age of twenty, she was subject
to fines for celibacy and for being childless. Her father always decided about the marriage of his
daughter and it was his property that decided who her husband would be. The situation of an
engagement did not exist. In general, neither the Greek nor the Roman dictionary knew that word.
Marriage brought the girl out of her child’s room in life, without any period of transition which caused
many dangers. Concerning these dark scenes, the contemporary Propertius, predicting evil wrote, “It is
easier to dry out the sea and with one’s hand to pull down the stars from heaven rather than to hold
back our women from sin. Faithful women can only be found in the far east where the wife, with pride
steps onto the burial mound in order to be burned alive together with the body of her dead husband.
Here, our wives are faithless. Seduction is practiced for un or as a sport and explains such dirty things as
being the spirit of the times.”

All understanding of morality has been erased, all customs have gone wild and all obstacles of
shame have vanished to such a degree that married women, Roman women from the highest and best
social circles, forgetful of their standing and duties in society, joined the groups of women who were
selling themselves as professionals. This criminal transgression of circumstances against nature was not
only a daily affair, yet despite it being so shameful and degrading, it was, however, praised by the poets
of that day. Cenzor Macedonicus publicly stated, “If only, as citizens, we could get along without
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women, we would willingly give up this burden. Nevertheless, such is the law of nature, that even
though it is truly uncomfortable being with women, but we can’t live without them. Thus, we must
count on the lasting good and give up the short lasting pleasures.” However, the desire for the good of
the nation does not manage to effectively counteract this since effeminate and weak characters refuse
to bear the sacrifices involved in an honest family life and the raising of children.

Living the married life, while at the same time fleeing from having a child, is the first step to
rolling into an abyss. Breaking the bonds of marriage and fleeing from marriage in general, that’s a
further step. Such things happened in the Roman Empire.

Getting rid of children happened on a daily basis. When Germanicus, the of the Roman legions
and the conqueror of the German tribes, died, the people gave vent to their national sorrow, by
throwing all the babies that were born that day into the scrap heap. These children that were thus
thrown away, if they didn’t die, were taken by unscrupulous people who would raise them in order to
sell them as slaves later or else they used them for prostitution.

The government not only did not oppose this vile work, did nothing against it but they collected
an industrial tax from this type of tutors.

But the criminal actions of mothers against the beginning of life, the abominable removal of the
fetus was so common and happened so often, that the wise man Seneca thanked his mother for that
great favor that she did not follow this evil practice. Another wrote that it was “difficult to find a
midwife in high; why should they burden themselves with their own children when, with money, they
could get the most beautiful children, play with them and yet surround themselves with love affairs.”

The women of Rome were no longer the support and mainstay of the country. They did not
respect themselves therefore they did not earn the respect of others. They were not mothers dedicated
to the rearing and education of their children; they had no liking for anything regarding this, nor did they
have any ability to do it. The true type of a mother had completely died out.

As soon as a child was born, it was given to a slave who often was given another slave to help
with the child. Even baby girls were entrusted to this kind of upbringing.

Finally, the majority of women had no rights; they were slaves who could not determine
anything for themselves; they were sentenced to exploitation and the lowest moral level, for perversion
and the suppression of all noble inclinations. But, added to that, the cruelty of the man of the house
towards these defenseless servant girls, clearly shows that all human feelings were gone, even the
inborn goodness of a woman.

The number of divorces assumed frightening proportions. Seneca passed strict judgment on this
fact when he said, “Many women do not count the years according to the consul’s years in office, but
according to the number of husbands that she has.” It was extremely rare and a sensational exception if
a married couple was separated by death and not by divorce. Tertulian wrote: “The flowering branches
with which they decorated the portals of the home to welcome the newlyweds had not yet withered
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and they were already divorcing. Thus it happens that some women have eight husbands within five
years.”

In modern times, probably only the country with the hammer and the sickle went farther in this
regard. In the first years when the Christian rules and regulations were officially removed by the
government, marriage, according to the Soviet statistics, lasted on an average of 71days.

The fathers of the Roman Empire and the leaders of the country noticed a bit late that the
Roman State was sailing on stormy waves that were stirred up by many wind-storms and various
passions that were deprived of a suitable brake. They noticed, a little too late, that the honor and dignity
of the woman had disappeared and the escape from marriage had assumed fearful dimensions. Finally,
it was difficult for them to do anything against this since they themselves had sunk too deeply into these
losing dregs.

A short time before Christ, Caesar Augustus tried to put a stop to this ill-omened wave.
Corruption and the fall of women was recognized as the basic source of all evil in the family and in
society. Caesar issued edicts, the Senate enacted laws and among others was the law that obligated all
men up to the age of 60 and all women up to the age of 50 to enter into marriage. Those who were not
married and without children were subject to severe punishments, divorce was made more difficult to
attain and those who had numerous progeny were given help and a reward. That was of little help. The
results were minimal because there was a lack of a moral and religious foundation that is so
indispensable to family life, a lack of respect for women in general and especially for the wife and
mother.

In order to save the nation from visible perdition, the philosophers and moralists came to help.
They finally remembered that religion is the mainstay of the family and of upbringing and therefore, it is
the mainstay of the good of the entire nation. It was only now that they began to praise the dignity of
woman and her position concerning man. They admitted that men, too, just like the women, are
obligate d to leading a virtuous life.

This lesson was not capable of preventing the disappearance of the true dignity of women just
like the teaching of some respected physicians who were warning the people about the fat al
consequences of sins against the developing embryo for the health of people and the general good, not
refraining to warn of the downfall of morality even in our times. This teaching lacked a basis,
justification and incentives. Nevertheless, one must admit that as a result of these teachings, Roman
women, during a certain period of time, had greater freedom and independence both, in their home and
their public life.

0ld Cato, the representative of old Roman views and customs, is said to have expressed himself
thus: “The Roman rules the world but the Roman is ruled by his wife.” Unfortunately, a greater freedom
did not become a blessing for Roman women rather it became a curse, for among many of them, this
freedom turned into dissoluteness. Thus, the actual Roman circumstances are an eloquent proof and a
statement of an obvious truth, that all the gains of women in the field of equality of rights with a man
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lead, in the final result, to an abyss of the deepest humiliation of a woman if the eternal laws of the
Creator are no longer the sign-posts of life.

Hence, this is an opinion that is losing as well as mistaken that a woman should be held in the
greatest respect there where she is allowed the widest spread of law and freedom. History teaches us
otherwise. For, the more freedom people are given the more arrogant becomes their behavior. Here, it
is worth mentioning the opinion, or rather, the teaching of Buddha, an ascetic, a preacher and the
founder of Buddhism which became the most universal religion of the East. Buddha sees the source of
all evil in a woman. He disregards woman and sneers at her.

Confusius, a Chinese philosopher who created the philosophically moral system which was
accepted as the official religion of China, expressed himself about a woman in an even more
contemptuous and disdainful manner. This is his teaching: “A man and a woman, that is heaven
compared to earth. Man is the image of intelligence, a woman of stupidity. A woman, in relation to
humanity, represents the value of only a zero.”

It is not enough for us to recognize the situation of the pagan woman. We should also recognize
the picture of family life among the Jews and the situation of the Jewish woman. The history of Israel
confirms the experience gleaned from ancient times, that a nation values a woman according to the
depth of its religious convictions and how strictly they conform to the laws of morality established by
the Creator. Marriage and the family had a strong moral foundation among the Israelites. But the Jewish
woman did not have the right of self-determination. The father freely could dispose of an unmarried
daughter. A girl was the object of a business of bartering. Beside the father, or taking his place could be
an uncle or her brothers carrying out this business.

A period of engagement was unknown among the Jews. When a marriage agreement was
concluded, the girl still remained in her family home for some time, ordinarily for about a year, but she
already legally belonged to her husband. Meanwhile, the feast of the wedding only took place when the
fiancée was led over to the home of her husband. The father of the engaged man would go with a few
friends to the family home of the girl in order to settle with her father, uncle or brother, the conditions
of their contract. One side and the other would present the benefits that will flow from this marriage,
after which her father gave his consent: “Everything will happen according to your wishes. My daughter
will be your daughter and she will belong to your family.”

No one ever asked the girl whether she agreed. Even if she was asked, “Do you want to go with
this person?” She was not permitted to answer “No.” She would also be exposed to shame and disgrace
if she would show an inclination to some other young man. A decent, moral young girl would have a
totally clean card and if questioned about the decision that was made, should always answer: “This
belongs to my father, or my uncle or brother.”

The Bible always expresses itself with appreciation for family life and holds it in great regard.
The prophets do not know a more beautiful picture of peace and happiness like happy married life,
when the family rests in the shade of the branches of the grape vine or the fig tree, in their own garden
and the husband invites friends to come and enjoy with him his domestic happiness. The following law




